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Education

State University of New York College at Buffalo

12/2009
Master of Science in Multidisciplinary Studies (Fine Arts, English, and Education; magna cum laude); Masters’ Project: Painting, drawing, sculpture exhibition titled Early Sunday Morning
8/2002

English 7-12 Teaching Certification; Art K-12 Teaching Certification

5/2000

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting (summa cum laude)

5/2000

Bachelor of Arts in Art History (summa cum laude)

Minor in Italian Language
Selected Awards

2015

Juror’s Pick Award, Big Orbit Gallery; Silver Medal Winner, Buffalo Society of Artists 117th 



Spring Exhibition

2014
Sustainable Arts Foundation Finalist (San Francisco), Fall 2014; Gold Medal Winner, Buffalo Society of Artists 117th Spring Exhibition; Silver Medal Winner Buffalo Society of Artists 118th Fall Catalogue Exhibition

2012
Gold Medal Winner, Buffalo Society of Artists 116th Catalogue Exhibit

2011

NYFA MARK 2011 (Juried artists’ professional development program)

2000
Faculty of Arts and Humanities Dean’s Award for Academic Excellence at Buffalo State College

Teaching Experience

2015-present 
Adjunct Professor, Villa Maria College, Buffalo, NY

· Teach 12 credit hours a year in the Fine Arts Foundation program

· Provide student-centered instruction in Drawing 1 & 2, Color Theory, 2-Dimensional Design, and Painting 1

· Develop new curricula using current best practices in education

· Create a welcoming, inclusive classroom environment that caters to different learning styles and abilities

· Integrate technology to deliver content, assess student performance, and provide reinforcement for students who need additional time and materials; proficient in D2L.

· Served on Summer Course Schedule Committee 

· Market Villa Maria’s programs on social media and through word of mouth

2013- present
Adult Oil Painting Classes, Buffalo Arts Studio, Buffalo, NY

· Create curriculum for and instruct oil painting and drawing workshops

2011- present
Oil Painting Demonstrations, East Aurora Art Society, Alden Art Society West Seneca Art Society, Centennial Arts Center Inc, the Buffalo Niagara Art Association, and others

· Lecture while also painting on group specified topics of interest

2009- 2014
GED Transitions Teacher, Frontier Central School District

· Provide instruction related to the NYS GED exam to high school students struggling with traditional education 

· Teach Math, Reading and Writing, Science, and Social Studies skills; assess each students’ strengths and weakness so as to focus learning on the areas where the student struggles. 

· Assist students with workplace skills. 

Teaching Experience Continued

2004-2009
High School Digital Photography, Current Issues, and English Language Arts Teacher, Erie 1 BOCES, Southtowns Academy, Hamburg, NY

· Designed and implemented highly interactive, NYS standards-based lesson plans 

· Managed my classroom of risk students with humor, structure, creativity, and kindness 

· Easily worked across disciplines and technologies to best serve each individual students’ needs; customize classroom activities to optimize each student’s educational experience. 

· Assessed student progress through multiple learning styles projects, essays, journals, participation, effort, and examinations. 

· Graded the NYS ELA Regents Exam yearly 

· Faculty Advisor to yearbook committee 

2004, 2011 
PBS TeacherLine Instructor and Trainer

· Teach online college credit bearing professional development courses; enhance online learning with additional web and hardcopy resources; conduct workshops to teach instructors on using PBS Teacherline 

· Monitor and score online discussion forum with weekly feedback; provide feedback and grades for final projects

Related Experience 

2009- Present Visual Artist

· Maintain an active studio practice; exhibit and sell work locally and nationally

· Write artists statements and blog about my artwork

· Actively research contemporary artists; investigate galleries in other cities; reach out to artists from across the globe to form new relationships

· Host open studio, utilize social media to promote work, and create mailers

· Install exhibitions

2011 - 2014
Founder of Painting for Preservation, an artists’ initiative designed to bring positive attention to distress properties and communities. 

· Conceptualize and direct events and exhibitions; coordinate a team of 5-10 volunteers; cultivate and maintain relationships with artists, media, and local community groups.

· Plan, publicize and execute 6-10 events yearly and host a yearly exhibition, coordinating with artists, neighborhoods, media, and host sites for events and exhibitions.  

· Maintain blog/website at www.paintingforpreservation.org; update social media weekly;  write weekly press releases during the Painting for Preservation season. 

2012 - 2014 Buffalo Society of Artists Board Member: Co-Chair Education, Co-Chair Fundraising

· Plan, publicize, and execute educational and fundraising events, collaborate with fellow board members, the society at large, and the community

2003 – 2004
Online Learning Writer, WNED, Buffalo, NY

· Research and write editorial copy and interactive, multidisciplinary lesson plans aligned to NYS standards for ThinkBright Online

· Redevelop the design of ThinkBright Online and coded html web content

· Collaboratively create learning materials for “Our Town” video project and Reading Rainbow online educational games.

Related Skill/Professional Development

· Participated in workshops of traditional oil painting techniques with Robert Liberace, David Shevlino, and Thomas Kegler

· Working knowledge of Final Cut Pro, Adobe Photoshop, and Adobe After Effects

· Completed NYFA MARK professional development program for artists

Solo, Two, and Three Person Exhibitions

2016-17
An Overwhelming Familiarity, TopSpin Solo Exhibit, Castellani Art Gallery, Lewiston, NY

2016
It’s Ridiculous to Leave All the Conversation to the Pudding, solo installation, (716) Gal-lery, Buffalo, NY

2015
MISHAP contained, solo exhibit, Peter A. and Mary Lou Vogt Gallery, Canisius College, Buffalo NY

2015

Buffalo: A Work in Progress, three person exhibit, Studio Hart, Buffalo, NY

2014

Echoes of Suspended Motion, solo exhibit, Starlight Studio and Art Gallery, Buffalo, NY

2013

A Crowd of Small Metamorphoses, invitational solo exhibit, 464 Gallery, Buffalo, NY  

2012 
Joyce Hill, Elizabeth Leader, and Sara Zak: Selections from the Buffalo Society of Artists, Olean Public Library Visual Arts Program, Olean, NY

2011

Early Sunday Morning: Beauty in Urban Decay, East Aurora Public Library, East Aurora, NY
2010 

Early Sunday Morning, Buffalo History Museum, Community Gallery, Buffalo, NY

2009 

M.S. Exhibit: Early Sunday Morning, Sp@ce224 Gallery, Buffalo, NY

Selected Group Exhibitions (exhibits are in Buffalo, NY unless noted)

2018

Home Again, Indigo Gallery

2015
92nd Annual Spring Show, Erie Art Museum, Erie, PA; Big Orbit Member’s Show, Big Orbit; BSA Spring Exhibit, Hi Temp; Buffalo Society of Artists 2015 Catalogue Exhibition, Center for Art and Technology

2014
20"x20"x20": A National Compact Competition and Exhibit, LSU Student Union Gallery, Baton Rouge, LA; Big Orbit Member Exhibit, Big Orbit; Buffalo Society of Artist Juried Spring Exhibition, Buffalo Arts Studio

2013  
ELAB’s City of Night, Vidi (on-site interactive installation at Silo City), The Technoluminst Eye, Meridian West Gallery, Buffalo, NY; The Changing Atmosphere of Preservation, C.G. Jung Center; Big Orbit Exhibit, Big Orbit

2012
Uncommon Threads, Studio Hart; Dreams, Dramas, Desires, Artsphere Gallery; Showoffs: Hallwalls Artists and Models, Re-Model Installation; Buffalo Society of Artists 116th Catalogue Exhibit (juried), NACC, Niagara Falls, NY; Finger Lakes Juried Plein Air Competition, Canandaigua, NY;  The Artist Among Us, Burchfield Penney Gallery; MARK11/12, Cathy and Jesse Marion Art Gallery, Rockerfeller Arts Center, Fredonia, NY;  SUNY at Fredonia
280 Central Avenue
Fredonia NY 14063A Midwinter’s Draw, and A Midsummer’s Draw Hallwalls; Trinity, 464 Gallery; Exhibit and Sale, Dana Tillou Gallery

2011 

Paint the Town, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society; Art + Preservation, Statler Towers; 



City Strings and Lines, Carnegie Art Center, North Tonawanda, NY; Theme Brulee, Hallwalls 



Contemporary Art Center;  Landscape: Exploration and Expression, Market Street Art Center, 



Lockport, NY; 19th Annual Regional Artists Juried Exhibition, Art Dialogue Gallery

Exhibit Curator/Juror

2016

Centenial Art Center Spring Exhibit, Juror, Hamburg Public Library, Hamburg, NY

2015

Seeing and Being: Making Art in WNY, Curator, Betty’s Restaurant, Buffalo New York

2014

Buffalo Arts Studio, Curator, Buffalo, NY

2013
City of Night Silos, Exhibit Organizer, Silo City, Buffalo, NY; The Changing Atmosphere of Preservation, Curator, C.G. Jung Center, Buffalo, NY; West Seneca Art Society Members Exhibit, Juror, Burchfield Nature Center, West Seneca, NY 

2011
Art + Preservation, Curator, Statler City, Buffalo, NY; City Strings and Lines, Curator, Carnegie Art Center, Tonawanda, NY
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